




 

Tasks 

Note down your answers to the following questions: 

a) What was the character of imperial China? 

b) What changes did China experience between 1911 and 1949? 

c) What were the main influences that shaped Mao as a revolutionary? 

d) What basic changes occurred in China under Mao’s leadership? 

e) What economic changes were introduced under the Great Leap Forward? 

f) What were Mao’s motives in deliberately creating disruption through the Cultural 

Revolution? 

g) What problems confront historians studying Mao’s China? 

h) How did official attitudes towards Mao change after his death? 

i) How did the Cold War influence interpretations of Mao’s China? 

j) What special contributions have Western scholars brought to the study of modern China? 

 

  









































 

Complete a table similar to the one below: 

Reasons for the Communist victory in the Civil War 

Strength of Mao’s communists Weaknesses of Chiang Kai-shek’s nationalists 

  

 










